2026 Tampa Audubon Society Photo Contest
Official Contest Rules
Event:
The Tampa Audubon Society (TAS) is pleased to announce the 2026 Tampa Audubon Society Photo Contest!  This photo contest supports the TAS mission, which is to conserve and restore our ecosystems, focusing on birds, wildlife, and their habitats, through education, advocacy, and community involvement.

Entry Requirements:
· Photo Size: Maximum file size of 5MB; must be submitted in JPG format.
· How to submit:
· Pay your photo entry fee and upload your photo(s) at this link: https://www.tampaaudubon.org/photo-contest
· The attached file should be named with the title of the photo and photographer’s name.
· There is a $10 fee per photograph.
· Enter only 2 photos per photographer.
· Submit by March 31, 2026.
· Submitted photos must feature wild birds photographed in Florida.
Original Work:
· Images must be the photographer’s own original work.
· No visible copyright marks, names, or watermarks.
· No major AI manipulation or major alterations (e.g., adding skies, clouds, or other elements).
· Basic edits such as cropping, exposure adjustments, or minor distraction removal (e.g., a leaf) are allowed.
Ethical Bird Photography:
· Photos must have been taken in accordance with National Audubon’s Guide to Ethical Bird Photography and Videography. Read the guide here (https://www.audubon.org/get-outside/audubons-guide-ethical-bird-photography) 
· A photograph that appears to TAS to violate these standards is not eligible for submission and, if submitted, will be disqualified at the TAS’s sole discretion.
Entry Limits:
· Each photographer may submit up to 2 photos.
Public Voting:
· Judging is open to the public. Photographs will be evaluated on the following criteria:
· Technical Quality (33%)
· Originality (33%)
· Artistic Merit (34%). 
· In the event of a tie for any prize, the photograph with the highest Artistic Merit score will be the winner of that prize.  
Awards:
· Prizes will be awarded to the top images based on public vote:
· 1st Place: $300
· 2nd Place: $200
· 3rd Place: $100
Important Dates:
· March 1, 2026 – March 31, 2026: Contest is open for submissions.
· April 1 – 15, 2026: Judging. TAS will provide the link to the judging site after the entry period has concluded via Facebook and TAS Newsletters.
· April 16, 2026: Winners announced during the Photo Club monthly meeting. Winners will also be contacted via email.
Additional:
· Entry into this Contest constitutes your acceptance of these Official Rules.  
· By entering the contest, you represent and warrant that you are the sole and exclusive author and owner of the photograph and all rights therein.
· You irrevocably grant TAS a non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free, perpetual license to use the Photograph in any manner related to the Contest, including all associated use, reproduction, distribution, sublicense, derivative works, and commercial and non-commercial exploitation rights in any and all media now known or hereafter invented, including, but not limited to: a) TAS magazines and all TAS websites and blogs related to the Contest; b) any slideshows, brochures, newsletters, articles, reports, calendars and publications related to the Contest; c) solicitations for the Contest; d) promotions and communications related to the Contest; and e) physical and digital galleries and exhibitions of Submissions, including, but not limited to, exhibitions of Contest Submissions and/or Prize winners at TAS offices, centers and sanctuaries. 
· Each submission must be the original work of entrant and must not infringe the copyright, trademark, privacy, publicity or other rights of any person or entity. TAS may contact you via phone or email regarding your submission.
· If you have any questions, please contact photocontest@tampaaudubon.org.
